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nected with Orion: The moon-goddess fell in love with the Giant Hunter. The sun-god did not approve of him, and resolved to bring about his destruction. As Orion was bathing, the sun-god poured his golden rays upon him, and called on the moon-goddess to test her skill in archery by shooting at the gleaming mark. The moon-goddess winged a shaft, and slew Orion, her lover, hidden in the brilliant light. Distracted she appealed to Jove, who placed Orion in the sky so that the moon-goddess might gaze upon him as she sails in her silver chariot.
Still another story relates that Orion was born like Athena without a mother, and became a famous iron worker, so skillful that Vulcan employed him to build a palace under the sea.
Orion was always regarded as a stormy constellation from the fact of its setting in the late autumn. Thus ^Eneas accounts for the storm which cast him on the African coast, on his way to Italy:
To that blest shore we steer'd our destined way When suddenly dire Orion rous'd the sea.         J
Again we read:
Tell him that charg'd with deluges of rain Orion rages on the wintry main.
The constellation's stormy character, says Allen, appeared in early Hindu, and perhaps even in earlier Euphra-tean days, and is seen everywhere among classical writers, with allusions to its direful influence.
Polybios, the Greek historian of the second century before Christ, attributed the loss of the Roman squadron in the first Punic War to its having sailed just after "the rising of Orion."
Hesiod long before wrote of the same rising:
then the winds war loud, And veil the ocean with a sable cloud.
And Milton wrote: bit his foot, causing his death. At the request of Diana he was placed among the stars opposite his slayer.
